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childhood  and   traces (In the adolescent mind) of the  sub-
conscious fears experienced then.

ix.    Ind'gnation: an Ode

This Is the second ode which Abercrombie has attempted.
The Greek word code* means literally, song. It differs from his
lyrics in being, much longer, graver and more subdued in its
emotion and more thoughtful and reflective. Unlike the ancient
Greek ode which has a fixed and elaborate verse form,
Abercrombie*s ode resembles the modem English ode with its
irregular metre which changes with the changes of his mood.
Strictly speaking, the ode is supposed to be addressed to some
person or thing or Idea,

Abercromble*s ode Is an Invocation of righteous anger
against the wretched conditions of the labourers* lives in mills*
yards and factories. Twentieth-century England wasa until
recently, In a deplorable condition. The chief causes of Its
untold misery were the cruelty of men and women towards their
fellow-beings, the sham creeds of rich men, the supreme
Indifference on the part of Government and society towards the
poorer classes and cut-throat competition in matters of trade
and business. Even in the days of Tennyson, conditions were
i>ad and the Victorian Laureate cried In vain in bitter anguish,
when he witnessed the slums and the down-trodden wretches
left to the mercy of their ruthless employers :

"There among the gloomy alleys Progress halts on palsied

feet,

Crime and hunger cast our maidens by the thousand on the

street,

There the master scrimps Ms haggard sempstress of her

daily bread,

There a single sordid attic holds the living and the dead,

There the smouldering fire of fever creeps across the rotted

floor,

And the crowded crouch of incest in the warrens of the

poor"1

Abercrombie also must have been Inspired with at least the
same degree of humanism,  when he composed the  ode on

1 LocksIeyHall, Sixty Years After.